Microscopic peliosis of pancreatic islets in a woman with MEN-1 syndrome.
We report herein a case of histologically identified peliosis of pancreatic islets in the surgically removed portion of the pancreas of a 30-year-old woman with multiple endocrine neoplasm, type 1 (MEN-1) syndrome. In addition to microscopic peliosis, the pancreas contained multiple endocrine tumors producing insulin, glucagon, somatostatin, and growth hormone-releasing factor and showed evidence of widespread nesidioblastosis. It is uncertain whether peliosis of pancreatic islets and MEN-1 syndrome were coincidental or whether the two diseases were causally related. Since hormonal factors can result in hepatic peliosis, it is tempting to speculate that the endocrine imbalance secondary to MEN-1 syndrome might have played a role in the genesis of peliosis in this case. Although no direct proof of vascular damage was encountered, it is conceivable that escape of red blood cells from the circulation and their accumulation in tissue spaces was due to abnormal islet blood flow and increased capillary permeability.